
Headteacher’s Message 
 

Dear Parents and Families, 
 
Welcome to the latest edition of In 
Touch, it’s been a busy term and we 
have lots of articles to share with 
you. Spring always begins with a 
focus on New Year's resolutions 
and the steps we might take to              
better ourselves; Easter is a time to 
reflect on our progress and to renew 

those resolutions. 
 
For our older students, recent weeks saw the sitting of 
mock examinations in all qualification subjects. I must 
say that we were all impressed with the students'               
examination mindset and their attitude to this important 
assessment activity. Students conducted themselves in 
an exemplary manner and in doing so gave themselves 
the best preparation for their final examinations in just a 
few weeks. Similarly, dates and times for Easter                
revision sessions have been released on our website 
(www.ryecollege.co.uk) and I would strongly                        
recommend attendance to as many sessions as                 
possible – if students are looking to be rewarded with 
the odd chocolate egg there can be no better                      
justification than attendance to these valuable additional 
sessions. 
 
On the topic of attendance, I would like to thank families 
for supporting us in our drive to improve student                 
attendance. Good attendance has been shown to            
directly impact on academic performance and                   
examination performance, so I make no apologies for 
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Year 8 Students Visit Dungeness B 
Power Station 
 

On Thursday 22nd February 
a group of 25 Year 8             
students, along with Mrs 
Richford, visited Dungeness 
B Nuclear Power Station. 
The students worked in 
groups in a team building  
exercise to design and build          

pylons which could support large weights, with several 
of the students being complimented on their attitudes 
and team work skills. They also had a tour of the power 
station and were keen to learn more with  questions and 
responses to items that they were seeing. Upon leaving 
the power station, staff mentioned that we were one of 
the best school groups that they had ever had! 

Students Donate to Seaview 
 

As the ‘Beast from the 
East’ drew in at the           
beginning of March, 

Rye College students and Mrs Ballard from the Science 
Department took it upon themselves to kindly donate 
sleeping bags, clothes and food to the charity Seaview. 
Seaview is a well being centre for mental and physical 
well being with an open access approach to people            
experiencing a range of issues including: mental health, 
learning disabilities, substance misuse, physical                 
disabilities, social isolation, rough sleeping and               
homelessness. Seaview kindly sent Mrs Ballard a letter 
thanking her and the students for their selfless              
donations. To see more about the work that Seaview do 
and to donate visit their website at: 
www.seaviewproject.co.uk.  

our continued focus on ensuring all students are in              
college to receive maximum exposure to learning.               
Likewise, we also know the single most influential factor 
in the successful education of a child is the attitude of 
their family. Therefore, I would like to thank all family 
members who attended the recent Year 11 Parents 
Evening and indeed those who attended our other             
academic events over the course of this term. 
 
One particularly significant academic event for us was 
the launch of our curriculum offer at the "Choices at 14" 
evening. We have been pleased with the way students 
responded; engaging with information, advice and                
guidance and working within the deadline set by the  
college. Whilst there is still some discussion to be had, 
we have been pleased by parental support for our 
'broad and balanced arts curriculum with an academic 
core'. I hope students are equally excited by the                 
courses they will start studying next academic year. 
 
Finally, as mentioned previously, Easter is a time of  
renewal and there seems no better opportunity to              
confirm the commitment of the leadership team to Rye 
College. We all firmly believe that offering students as 
much stability as possible on their journey is crucial to 
success. Therefore, the team shall be returning in              
September to continue with the growth of the college. 
As part of this continued growth, I would like to invite 
families to attend the next Parent Forum event on 
Wednesday, 2nd May where I will be happy to discuss 
our current work and future plans. 
 
I wish you a restful Easter holiday and look forward to 
seeing the students on Monday, 16th April. 



Author Gives Rye College Students 
Writing Workshop 
 

On Wednesday 
21st February a selec-
tion of students from 
Years 7, 8, 9 and two 
from Year 10 were, 
once again, joined by 
local and nationally 
recognised author/
scriptwriter, Catherine 
Johnson, to partici-

pate in a writing workshop.  Catherine has just finished 
writing two short novels for Barrington Stoke, due out in             
November 2018. She has also recently submitted a 
script to the BFI (British Film Institute) and has been 
collaborating with Scholastic Publishing on a historical 
series of books aimed at boys. When Catherine is not 
doing all that, she runs writing workshops in schools 
across the country. I suspect she wears her pants on 
top of her tights!!!  
 
Our librarian, Kim Wark, who arranged the workshops 
and Greta Taylor, who assisted, would like to express 
their thanks to Catherine for inspiring our students and 
for kindly donating a box of books to the library. Thanks 
also to the Foundation Governors for their support in 
enabling this event to happen.  
 
Catherine launched the sessions with activities to              
inspire students to write. Props were provided to                
encourage everyone to create their own stories.  

Rye Hospitality Guild 
Apprenticeships Programme 
 

On Tuesday 13th March, Martin Blincow and Rebekah 
Gilbert visited Rye College to see Year 11 student and 
launch the Rye Hospitality Guild Apprenticeships          
Programme. The students were given an interesting 
presentation about careers in the Hospitality sector, 
some personal stories from employees, and details of 
the exciting opportunities available in Rye from                 
September. Interested students then signed up, and will 
attend a meeting with their parents at The Mermaid Inn, 
Rye on Thursday 19th April 2018 at 7.00pm. If your 
child is in Year 11 and wants to find out more, please 
contact Martin Blincow via email:  
mermaidinnadmin@btconnect.com. 

Term 5 - Dates for the Diary 

Date Event 

16th April First Day of Term 5 for all students 

19th April Year 9 Trip to Plumpton 

26th April GCSE Exams begin - See exam timetable 

26th April GCSE Photography Exam begins 

26th April Year 8 Parents Evening 

30th April GCSE Art Exam begins 

2nd May A-Level Graphics Exam begins 

2nd May Meet the Headteacher Evening 

3rd May Year 7 Parents Evening 

7th May Bank Holiday 

9th May A-Level Art & Textiles Exam begins 

14th May A-Level Photography Exam begins 

24th May Year 9 Parents Evening 

25th May Last Day of Term 5 

Class Charts 
 

October saw  the launch of a new 
method of sharing homework           

details with students and parents.  The new app is 
called Class Charts and this replaces the previous app, 
Show My Homework. All students have been given a 
letter to bring home containing their log on details.  
Class Charts is a useful tool which has many different 
aspects for teaching staff to use allowing them to tailor 
lessons to students needs more effectively.  If you have 
any questions regarding the use of Class Charts please 
contact our Deputy Headteacher, Mr Downes via e-mail 
on dom.downes@ryeacademytrust.org  

Contact 
 

Parents of students at the college and studio school 
now have a single point of contact for the main                 
reception on 01797 222545 or via e-mail on                   
office@ryeacademytrust.org 
 
If you have any queries about your child please contact 
their form tutor in the first instance - details can be 
found on your child’s timetable in their planner. 

Photography Equipment 
 

Do you have unwanted photography 
equipment gathering dust and would 
like to help a   worthy cause? Then 
please email:  

andrew.gilpin@ryeacademytrust.org thank you! 

Attendance 
Rewards 
 

Rye College have 
teamed up with Source Park in Hastings who will be  
rewarding all those who attain 100% attendance in 
Term 6. Rewards will include vouchers for Source BMX 
and free entry to Source Park on Hastings seafront. Rye 
College will also be awarding alternatives to those who 
are not interested in Source Park. 

Summer Polo Shirts 
Please be aware that, contrary to                    
previous years, students are not to wear            
summer polo shirts at the start of Term 5 
until a message from Mr Blakelock is sent 
to parents notifying them that polos are 
accepted pieces of uniform. Thank you. 

mailto:dom.downes@ryeacademytrust.org
mailto:office@ryeacademytrust.org


News from the Music Department 
 

Music Agents 
Thank you to our team of student Music Agents for all 
your support this term. We have a meeting after the  
holiday on TUESDAY 24th APRIL at 3.20 in the music 
room. See you there! 
 
London College of Music Examinations 

In June many young musicians will 
be taking an accredited music             
graded examination, awarded 
through the London College of            
Music. As well as many solo                   
examinations. You will be able to 

hear their stunning performance pieces at the Summer 
Show! Good luck to all of those taking an exam! We 
look forward to sharing results with you all soon. 
 
Learn an Instrument at Rye College 

Applications are open for instrumen-
tal lessons to start ASAP.Lessons 
are available (in school) in Voice, 

Guitar, Bass Guitar, Keyboard, Piano, Violin and 
Drums through Adapt Theatre. Please ask your 
young musicians to collect a registration form from the 
music room for more details, or access the following 
website links for more information! Adapt theatre: 
www.adapttheatre.co.uk.  

 
Save the Date 
Our next performance showcase will be 
‘The Summer Show’ on July 12th, 7pm. 
Save the Date! More details to follow soon. 
 
A Plea for Instruments 
As the music department grows, so does 
the need for more instruments and               
equipment for our talented musicians to 

use! If anyone has unused and unloved instruments and 
would consider donating, or offering them to our music 
department for a small fee, then please do get in                
contact! Many thanks. 

 
Tweet Us! 
Our Twitter page is the best place to keep up to 

date with music news and watch live performances! 
Please follow us: @RyeAcademyTrust 

News from the Music Department 
 

The Kiffs & Donna & the Kicks 
Live Performance 
On Thursday 15th March, our 
very own Year 9 and Year 13s 
amazed an enthusiastic           
audience at a gig in the Brass 
Monkey, Hastings. Their set lists 
were inspired and worked a treat 
in getting people up and dancing 

along! The venue were so impressed that they were 
keen to rebook the bands! Watch this space… there’s 
talk of a Rye College takeover at the Brass Monkey in 
the pipeline. Congratulations to all involved, you were 
true musical ambassadors to Rye College and Rye  
Studio School. 
 
BIMM Workshop 

On a chilly                 
February day our 
GCSE and BTEC 
students were 
privileged to be 
given a live               
performance work-

shop from a talented band from the Brighton Institute of 
Modern Music. The band demonstrated how to perform 
effectively and quizzed our students on how to improve 
a performance. They performed a variety of songs and 
even offered the chance for our students to join in! 
Thank you to BIMM for coming to Rye, you truly           
inspired our students and showcased further education 
opportunities in music for our students. 

 
Samba Drumming Workshops 
Launching after the holiday is a 
series of Samba Drumming    
workshops for Y7 and Y8               

students, provided by Music Well. Our students have 
had the opportunity to sign up and take part in an                   
energetic taster session this term, with the opportunity 
to then sign up to the workshops. They will happen on 
Thursday after school and places are filling up quickly 
so please get the reply slips in ASAP! The samba band 
will be preparing for a live performance at the upcoming 
Summer Show! (See below for more information). Not 
to be missed! 

Rye Wurlitzer Academy News 
 

It’s been a busy time for our Rye Wurlitzer Academy students, who teamed up with 
some of our Adapt Theatre singers to present a very enjoyable and successful 
Evening of Wulitzer and Song at the Milligan Theatre on 16th March. A month             
earlier, the show had featured tutor Michael Wooldridge along with UK Big Band 
Sounds, which proved to be a very popular event, raising a good sum towards the 
operating costs of the RWA. Whilst basically not a show to feature students, there 
was a very special cameo indeed from Head Boy Jayden Vicarey, who sang the 
Sinatra classic, Fly Me To The Moon, accompanied by the full band. He did           
superbly, fulfilling one of his ambitions, to sing with a real big band, and everyone 
loved it. The students’ next performances are very much ‘on tour’ with concerts 
coming up during the next few weeks at Bognor Regis Electronic Organ Club, the 
prestigious Brighton Dome Concert Hall and on the fabulous Woking Wurlitzer, 
which with its nineteen sets of pipes is just over three times larger than our own 
Rye Wurlitzer. 

Rye College Head 

Boy, Jayden, who 

sung ‘Fly Me To 

The Moon’ 

http://www.adapttheatre.co.uk/


Rye Smart 
 

Since September we 
have been working on 
developing a new 
ethos across the                  
academy. Rye Prima-
ry use the term ‘Rye 
Smart’ so we thought 
that it would make 
sense to continue this 
idea at Rye College. 
Mr Harrison has been 
working with a student 
focus group to tease 

out what exactly we mean by ‘Rye Smart’ and Mrs 
Starkey is developing a reward system to go alongside 
this. Currently teachers are awarding reward points         
using ClassCharts for each of the 5 pillars: Learning, 
Mindset, Attitude, Community and Presentation. Form 
Tutors are nominating tutees who are the epitome of 
‘Rye Smart’, and they are being recognised in               
assemblies. After Easter, Mrs Starkey will also be            
conducting some student voice work on how we can 
further develop the rewards system to motivate and   
inspire students, and maximise the effect on                         
engagement and achievement. Please see the next 
page for a detailed poster explaining what it is to be 
‘Rye Smart’. 

Uniform 
 

The vast majority of our students arrived for the start of 
the new calendar year looking smart and well prepared 
for learning in September. If you have any queries 
about what items are required for the school uniform 
please consult our website page www.ryecollege.co.uk/
students/uniform  that provides full details of the college 
dress code. A few reminders are shown below to aid 
parents in terms of the college’s expectations: 
 

 Blazers must be worn. Blazers may be taken off in 
lessons and during break and lunch times. 

 Shirts are to be tucked in. 

 Ties are to rest on the top button of shirts. 

 Black trousers only - black jeans or leggings are not 
part of the uniform. 

 Jewellery - students may wear a pair of studs in their 
ears. Any other piercings must be a clear plastic         
retainer only. Jewellery will be confiscated and 
passed to reception for collection at the end of the 
college day. 

 Make-up - all make up must be discrete, students will 
be asked to remove it if it is not. 

 Mobile phones and headphones may not be used 
during college hours. Both these items must be 
placed in a students bag. Headphones and mobiles 
will be confiscated if seen and handed into reception 
for collection at the end of the college day. 

Parent Communication 
 

The school is constantly striving to improve                        
communications with parents.  Please take the time to 
contact us in the event of any of your contact details 
changing. To receive important messages from us we 
will need an up to date contact mobile number and/or 
email address. 

My Ed 
 

The college and studio school’s main form of                    
communication with parents is via the ‘My Ed’ 
app, this uses parent’s e-mail and mobile 
phone numbers to send letters, news and   
information.  To make sure that you are kept 
fully informed, we ask that you share your                  
e-mail and mobile number with us and advise 
us when any of your details change. 




