
Executive Headteacher’s Message 
 

Dear Parents and Families, 
 
As the summer term draws 
to a close, we reflect on the 
past year. It has not been 
without its challenges but I 
feel confident that a clear 
course has been set. In the 

last few weeks, I have discussed our future 
with students, families and stakeholders. In 
every conversation I acknowledge the             
turbulence of the past but look forward with 
great optimism. 
 
Rye College is a great school; not only            
because of the wealth of skills, talents and 
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Students Star at Rye College Awards Evening 
 

Tuesday 17th July was an evening of celebration for students in Year 7-10. Over 80 students received awards, and 
180 Parents and guests supported the event. Students were awarded for excellence in each subject, as well as               
receiving recognition for special awards such as contributing to the college and community, overcoming the odds, 
growth mindset, student council and academic achievement. It was a fantastic evening, with the awards                 
ceremony broken up with amazing music, dance and drama performances, and a presentation of 'a year in the life of 
Rye College' by our newly appointed Head boy and Head girl. Well done to all of our students.  

abilities within the student body but also      
because of the immense amount of support 
from the local community. The old adage “it 
takes a village to raise a child” perfectly        
describes why we should be confident 
though in our case it would take an ancient 
town. 
 
Rye has so much to be proud of – my              
colleagues and I are fully committed to                
ensuring the town has a local school to suit: 
fit for our children. 
 
Thank you for all your support – see you in 
the new academic year. 
 
Barry Blakelock, Executive Headteacher 



London College of Music Exams 
 

It is with great pride 
that we can share the 
excellent news that all 
our students who took 
a London College of 
Music examination 
this session passed 
with flying colours. 
Special mention must 
go to Robert Eldridge 

who achieved a distinction in Grade 8 Music Theatre as 
well as Jayden Vicarey who achieved a distinction in 
Grade 7 Music Theatre with an astonishing mark – the 
highest in the country! Congratulations all. Keep up the 
amazing work!” - Mr. Lewis, Music Department 

Sir Richard Jolly Visits Rye College 
 

As part of the Speakers for Schools Programme the 
year 10's received an interesting talk from Sir Richard 
Jolly. He is the Chairman of the UN Association of the 
UK, and has also worked for UNICEF. The focus of the 
talk was on UN and Governance, and the students were 
very keen to hear his stories and facts about things in 
place to shape their future. A group of year 10's also 
joined Sir Richard for lunch, where they had the             
opportunity to ask further questions and participate in 
more in depth discussions.  

Photography and 
Graphics Equipment 
 

Do you have unwanted              
photography and/or graphics 
equipment/materials gathering 
dust and would like to help a   

worthy cause? Then please email:  
heather.mccarthy@ryeacademytrust.org thank you! 

Field of Sport 
 

As part of the Compact Plus 
programme with the               
University of Brighton, a 
group of Year 10 students 
visited the    Eastbourne 
campus. they received a 
key note presentation from 
Lewis Hackett, (an ex-
Sussex Cricketer) on his 
rise to success despite             
having Poland Syndrome. 
Students then took part in 
workshops on Sports             
Business, PE, Exercise 
Physiology, and Sports            
innovation. The day was 
very practical, and the           
students engaged fully; 

learning, but having lots of fun at the same time! 

Music Department Summer Show 
“Students at Rye College put on an absolutely fantastic 
concert at the end of term. They showcased their               
talents spectacularly and were very impressive. Items 
included solos on various instruments, Wurlitzer organ 
pieces, bands, vocal ensembles as well as a rousing 
performance by our Y10 GCSE class ensemble. All cast 
in the finale performed ‘Can’t Stop this Feeling’ and truly 
demonstrated the power of music and its enjoyment! 
Congratulations to all, you have all worked extremely 
hard and we are very proud of your musical                   
achievements.” - Mr. Lewis, Music Department 

Rye College Student Stars at RAF 
Cadet Athletics Competition 

 

Congratulations goes to  
William Cooper who was        
selected to represent the 
London and South East           
region RAF Cadets at the 
regional athletics competi-
tion. William travelled with 

the rest of the team and who  competed at the event at 
the end of June. A massive well done from everyone at 
Rye College. For more info about the RAF Cadets visit: 
http://www.raf.mod.uk/aircadets 

http://www.raf.mod.uk/aircadets


Humanities Students Trip to the         
Imperial War Museum 

 

“On Monday 18th June Miss              
Dunbar, Mrs Murphy, Mrs                   
Hollowday and Mrs Archer took 
31 year 9 and 10 students to the 
Imperial War Museum in London. 
The trip was specific to their              
studies in Key Stage 3 and Key 
Stage 4 regarding Nazi Germany 

and the Holocaust, however, they also had time to            
explore the museum and the other war exhibits. This 
included exhibits on World War I, the conflict in                
Northern Ireland, World War II and modern conflicts. 
During their time in the Holocaust exhibition, students 
were able to have an in depth experience of the Nazi 
persecution of Jews and minorities. They explored 
some of the justifications of the Holocaust, as well as 
some of the personal experiences of Jews of all ages. 
Some of the exhibit was quite moving, but all students 
responded in a very mature manner. All students who 
attended stated they had a very good experience, and 
would like to come back and explore the museum 
again. Both the Rye College and museum staff                   
commented about how mature the students were, and 
they have done us proud.” 
      - Miss Dunbar, Humanities Department 

Students Visit Normandy in             
Humanities Department Residential 

 

31 year 9 & 10 History students 
spent 4 days in Normandy. We           
extensively covered two major           
topics, WW2 & the Normandy   
Landings & the Normans. Our tours 
chronologically worked through the 
days of the Allied Invasion of          
Normandy, from visiting Pegasus 
Bridge to the Airbourne Museum in 
Sainte Mere-Eglise and learning the 
importance of Arramances & the 
Mulberry Harbour.  Reality hit as we 

toured the cemeteries of the American & the German 
forces, where the stark differences were obvious, but no 
less sad. We also visited The Bayeux British war                
cemetery in Bayeux. The cemetery contains 4,648             
burials, mostly of the Invasion of Normandy. While we 
were there Spencer Milton laid a wreath to the 'Fallen of 
Rye' & Freya Vicarey placed a cross in memory of            
Private Charles Tony Payne, a resident of Rye who was 
killed in action 10th July 1944. Students were visibly 
moved by this moment of reflection. The Norman            
experience included viewing the Bayeux Tapestry &  
visiting the Graves of William the Conqueror & his wife 
Matilda. It ended with a visit to the spectacular Castle at 
Falaise, which was the ancient seat of the Dukes of 
Normandy & William's birthplace. Falaise was             
also a fundamental German stronghold as the Allied 
forces advanced towards Paris. We considered this a 
fitting end to our trip as the the two aspects of our             
experience were linked together. Enormous thanks 
must be given to our guide for the full 4 days; Geraint, 
from Schools into Europe, who made the whole trip,  
educational, enjoyable & seamless. 

Geography 
Students Visit 
Glyne Gap in 
Bexhill 
 

“GCSE geography stu-
dents are required to 
carry out field work in 
both a Physical and  

Human setting. So over 2 days 71 Year 10 Geography 
students travelled to Glyne Gap Beach in Bexhill to 
study the effectiveness of coastal management               
strategies. Both days were blessed with warm but 
breezy weather. Students then travelled back to Rye to 
look at environmental quality in Rye. Both days involved 
a lot of walking. All students worked hard and were an 
absolute pleasure to be with.”  
          - Mrs Willett, Humanities Department 

Students Gain Knowledge of           
Sustainable Farming 
 

Back in April year 9 Geography 
students had the opportunity to 
visit Plumpton College in Lewes. 
The aim of this trip was to further            
students understanding of              
sustainable farming. This runs 
alongside our unit on inequalities 
in Resources in particular food. 
Whilst at Plumpton College            

students learnt about rearing and handling cattle and 
had a go at making cheese and butter! We were also 
very fortunate to meet some very new-born piglets!          
 

 

- Mrs Willett, Humanities Department 



National Youth Theatre Chooses 
Rye College Student 

 

A massive congratulations 
goes to Lev Govorovski  
who has been chosen out 
of over 5000 applicants to 
be a part of this year's 
National Youth Theatre 

junior intake. The National Youth theatre is the UK's 
largest Youth Theatre and chooses a limited number of 
young people aged 14-25 each year to be a part of their 
amazing company, making it an absolute stand out 
achievement to be chosen. Alumni include Matt Smith, 
Daniel Craig, Idris Elba, Hellen Mirren, Kate Winslet and 
Ed Sheeran to name a few. Well done, Lev! 

Netball 
Success 
Congratulations 
goes to the Year 7 
Netball Team who 
came 2nd in the  
District Tournament 
on Tuesday 17th 
April. The team 
played 4 games in 
total - winning 3 of 
those to secure the 
2nd place finish. 
Well done!  

Sports Ambassadors Impress at 
Brede Sports Day 

 

A well done goes to our 
Sports Ambassadors who 
helped at the Brede             
Primary School Sports Day. 
Below is a quote from 
Brede Headteacher, Nicole 
Cummins; “Thank you so 
much for this afternoon and 
the brilliant support your 
young ambassadors gave 

us. Your young people are an absolute credit to you and 
Rye College. They were so professional in their                 
approach to the events, modelling the activities,                
encouraging and stepping in to support those children 
who lacked confidence. You should quite rightly be very 
proud if these are the kind of young adults that are          
going out into our local community. All the very best for 
your retirement and thank you again for the help you 
have given us over the years.” 

Educational Support and SEND         
Annual Outing 

This year we went to 
Hampton Court Palace, 
where we learnt about 
Court life during the time 
of the Tudors. Two           
workshops covering the 
Religious Rollercoaster 
between Henry & Mary & 
the Tudor Kitchens 
formed the basis of our 

day. The tour guides made the day & the                         
learning completely accessible for students with SEND 
needs as they bought it to life for them giving their         
History real meaning. Guides complemented the               
students on their interest & questioning. We wish to 
thank the 'Rye Grammar School Exhibition Foundation 
Governors' for their financial support of this trip. Thank 
you also goes to all the students for their excellent be-
haviour, they were outstanding ambassadors for Rye 
College. 

My Ed 
 

The college and studio school’s main form of                    
communication with parents is via the ‘My Ed’ 
app, this uses parent’s e-mail and mobile 
phone numbers to send letters, news and   
information.  To make sure that you are kept 
fully informed, we ask that you share your                  
e-mail and mobile number with us and advise 
us when any of your details change. 


