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Hello everyone, 

A dual purpose paper and electronic version of our Christmas newsletter 2017, that will not only be enjoyed by our followers 
enjoying our Christmas Show in Rye but also to our close on 500 supporters who receive this newsletter electronically. 

Our October “Supper with the Undercover Shadows” was wonderful, not only for the high quality of entertainment from the 

fabulous musicians, but also for the fine example of RWA teamwork once again, with the serving of a lovely supper.  More than that, 
the evening raised £976.00 for the RWA, so sincere thanks to everyone who made the evening go so smoothly and, of course, to 

those who attended.  We shall have to do it again one day! 

To make our Christmas Concert even more special, we are 

delighted to welcome as our special guest the Deputy Lieutenant of 
East Sussex, Major-General John Moore-Bick C.B.E.  The Rye 

Wurlitzer has had an association with the Lieutenancy of East 
Sussex, as it was this department that I liaised with when 

H.R.H. The Duke of Kent visited the Rye Wurlitzer and opened the 

Rye Primary School on the same day in November 2008.   

Four years ago we welcomed Deputy Lieutenant. Mrs Sara Stoner 

to our Christmas Concert.  At that time, Robert  Eldridge had only 

just begun to play the Wurlitzer, so he sang O Holy Night instead!  
Now, four years later, he is the reining ATOS UK Young Theatre 

Organist of the Year and this evening is playing the Wurlitzer; all in 
all, he has made remarkable progress, especially as he has to find 

time to spend on his other talents of playing violin, singing and 

acting, oh, and studying for his GCSEs! 

We are planning another enjoyable series of live events for 2018, 

beginning with a full big band show, and you will see now that we 

have a confirmed sailing date for the MV Balmoral, so make a note 
of the date for now and more details will follow nearer the time. 

2017 will go down in RWA history as being eventful for more 

reasons that I really care to remember.  We have had our ups of 
Winner & Runner Up at the ATOS UK Young Theatre Organist 

Competition and Runner Up in the Senior section, some wonderful 
fund raising events and some memorable performances by the 

students wherever possible.  Sadly we have had some 

disappointments with loss of expected income that has affected our 
budget and the opportunity to enrol at the start of the new college 

year.  However this will change and in January Michael and I hope 
to be doing a presentation to the current year 7’s.  In these tricky times, people have rallied behind us and provided us with 

donations to keep the project moving along.  We even finished our financial year with a £250 surplus. 

Donations from trusts and outside organisation are getting harder to find. Criteria changes each year so we don’t always fit in favour 
of the type of things the body will support.  This has been compounded on two occasions when I have had mid-life moments and 

missed deadlines for two regular supporters recently, luckily, there is another opportunity for one of them in the New Year. 

I sincerely hope all attending the Christmas concert really 

enjoy it, support our raffle and enjoy our seasonal 
refreshments and nibbles. 

With space fast disappearing it leaves me to wish you all a 

wonderful Christmas with Family, Friends and Loved Ones 
and may 2018 bring Good Health, Happiness and a better 

sense of calm in the world. 

Best Wishes, 

Richard  Moore    
Founder & Chairman  Rye Wurlitzer Academy 

R y e  W u r l i t z e r  A c a d e m y   
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A couple of our regular supporters!  

 
 

TPOPS 

We are very fortunate to enjoy an excellent 
relationship with the Theatre Pipe Organ 

Preservation Society, who present concerts on 
their three Wurlitzers and the Carlo Curley Organ 

at the East Sussex National (ESN) and at 

Singing Hills.  Our senior students have benefitted 
from rehearsal time at ESN on the largest 

Wurlitzer in Europe. ESN have a couple of extra 
special events coming up and if you are able to 

pop up to Uckfield to support either or both of 
them, you are in for a wonderful time. 

For more information about the instruments and 

upcoming concert and dance dates, visit 
www.SussexWurlitzers.co.uk  

 

ADAMS of RYE 

Adams of Rye have very kindly produced all of the 
RWA publicity since we began at absolutely no 

cost to the charity whatsoever.  It is so 
wonderfully kind.  Whilst most print is normal 

flyers and small posters, they also sometimes 
make us the largest posters you will ever see and 

put them in their window in the High Street. The 

first time I saw one I had to drive around the 
block twice to enjoy the view!  It is so very much 

appreciated and our thanks go to proprietor Ian 
Foster for this wonderful support and, of course, 

for also being our box office attendant on concert 

nights.  



 
 
 

THE BRIGHTON WELSH MALE VOICE CHOIR 
 
 

There is something in the soul of mankind that delights in singing in harmony. For many men (and women) this reaches 

its most stirring and spine tingling climax with the sound of a Welsh male voice choir.  For many, the pleasure of singing 
is limited to inexpert renderings now and then at football matches, pubs, or in the bathroom.  Members of a male voice 

choir have the pleasure of professionally guided singing in harmony, with the added bonus of training and a wide 

repertoire of songs. 

 

Brighton Welsh Male Voice Choir offer the opportunity to delight in singing; give pleasure to others; to see joy and 
happiness spread over a sea of faces; to receive rapturous applause and calls for encores (well sometimes).  We offer 

the nerve jangling thrill of performing in front of large audiences;  the feel good factor of knowing that proceeds from 

the concerts are helping fund charities; the opportunity to listen to young soloist musicians; all this as welcome and 
wanted guests.  These are experiences not available to everyone.  Wherever the choir goes members are among a 

brotherhood of friends.  Being a member of a male voice choir gives the opportunity for further self development, a 
social reason for getting out on a regular basis, with real purpose and achievable goals. 
 
 
 

Brighton Welsh Male Voice Choir was formed in 1978 with three aims and purposes  

 
 

- To enjoy the tradition of Welsh male voice 

singing, to join together to indulge their enthusiasm. 
- To entertain those who enjoy listening to male voice 

choir music. 

• Through the above, to support local 

organisations and charities in their fund raising. To 
this end the Choir has been granted Registered 

Charity status. 

 

For many years, since 1978, we have helped 

numerous charities and other worthy organisations in 

fund raising.  We have had the privilege of 
performing in many venues, including the Royal 

Albert Hall, and we have entertained national party 
political conferences in Brighton.  Most concerts 

however, are given for local charities in churches and 

community halls. 
 
 

We are extremely fortunate to have Iris Warren as our Musical Director.  She is very special to 

all of us, and regularly weaves her mystical Celtic spells by producing the most magical Welsh 

choral sounds out of our group of thirty plus troublesome but friendly males.  Iris has taught 
music at all levels with choral singing, particularly by children, and fortunately for us she is a 

teacher of immense tolerance, patience and ability.  She loves her ‘older boys’ choir, though we 
are not sure if this is in spite of, or because of the behavioural characteristics she recognises 

from school.  She has been heard to complain that of all her children’s choirs ... “Brighton Welsh 
Male Voice is the most troublesome!” 

 

Liz Tunmer began playing the piano when only six years old and at eleven won a Junior Exhibition 
scholarship to Trinity College, London, where she had weekly tuition until the age of eighteen.  She 

then attended Brighton College of Education for three years with music as her main subject.  On 
qualifying as a primary school teacher in 1972 she took a job as a specialist music teacher in a 

Brighton School and since then has taught in many local schools with music as a focus.  Liz also 

works for the Brighton and Hove Music Service accompanying their Junior, Youth and Adult 
Community Choirs involving concerts at such venues as the Dome, the Gardner Arts Centre and the 

Brighton Centre.  Liz is now accompanying the Brighton Welsh Male Voice Choir… (Her toughest 
gig to date!), and looks forward to a long and happy relationship with them.  



The Mermaid Inn, Mermaid Street, Rye, Tel: 01797 223065  Fax: 01797 225069  
www.mermaidinn.com AA Rosette AA ***  Supporting the Rye Wurlitzer Academy 

 

We continue to be 
regularly supported by 

these local, regional and 
international 

companies, to whom we 
are sincerely grateful. 
Please support them if 

you are able. 





THE RWA’s SPECIAL TIMELINE 
NOVEMBER 2009 Initial donation of £600 by Tony Akehurst given to be specifically used for Wurlitzer organ tuition to Rye College Students 
JANUARY 2010 We hold a Wurlitzer Master-Class/Introduction event with Len Rawle MBE attended by 12 Students. 
APRIL 2010  One to One tuition started with Michael Wooldridge 
SEPTEMBER 2011 Teaching extended to Rye & Broad Oak Primary Schools, the birth of RWA Juniors! 
OCTOBER 2011 First field trip for students to the East Sussex National Wurlitzer Organ at Uckfield, plus our first student presentation 
evening with wonderful testimonials including from leading Australian Theatre Organist Dr. John Attwell who attended 
JULY 2012 Seven students and three adults attended an all expenses paid trip to the ATOS Theatre Organ Convention in Los Angeles 
AUGUST 2012 BBC Radio2 broadcast a special 30 minute programme about the Rye Wurlitzer Academy and the recent USA trip with 
performances and interviews by the  students 
APRIL 2013 Ten students attend a field trip to the North West of England to perform and listen to theatre organs in seven different venues 
over a four day period 
OCTOBER 2013 Leading American organist John Ledwon, resident organist at Disney’s El Capitan Theatre on  Hollywood Boulevard, gave a 
masterclass presentation to our senior students 
MARCH 2014 A social gathering attended by over 50 students and parents at the East Sussex National, with an exclusive ‘backstage’ tour of 
the pipe chambers 
JUNE 2014 Field trip to the Musical Museum at Kew Bridge for our entrants to the ATOS UK Young Theatre Organist of the Year (YTOY) 
Competition 
JULY 2014 The RWA’s Thomas Pickering wins the ATOS UK YTOY Competition 2014 with Jamyma-May Hanson as runner-up at Fentham 
Hall, Sollihull 
SEPTEMBER 2014  Jamyma Hanson appears with Len Rawle MBE in concert at the Christie Organ in Ipswich 
DECEMBER 2014 Students featured in the BBC Radio 2 programme The Organist Entertains, including interviews with both Thomas & 
Jamyma as part of the feature on the Young Theatre Organist of the Year Competition. Thomas appears at the superb ATOS Woking 
Wurlitzer as guest in Len Rawle MBE’s Christmas Concert 
FEBRUARY 2015 Jamyma & Thomas appear in concert on Electronic Organ with Michael Wooldridge at the West Surrey Organ Club and are 
very well received 
MARCH 2015 New students from Rye Primary School start their Wurlitzer Journey which celebrates 55 students who have now experienced 
the Rye Wurlitzer Theatre Pipe Organ, whether it be for a short time or as a continuing student 
MAY 2015 American organist Tony Wilson travels over especially to perform two concerts in aid of the RWA and gives a masterclass about 
phrasing to all students plus one to one tuition to our senior students 
JUNE 2015 Jamyma and Thomas appear in concert on the Wizard Compton at Filton, Bristol by kind invitation from Byron Jones. 
SEPTEMBER 2015 Students of RWA along with Adapt Theatre Singers perform at Bognor Regis Organ Society to a capacity audience and 
are superbly well received 
OCTOBER 2015 The RWA feature at the ExtravORGANza Festival held at the East Sussex National, Uckfield.  Jamyma, Charlotte and Lucy 
perform pieces on the fabulous Wurlitzer, the largest in Europe, and we show a short presentation film produced by RWA student 
David Swarbrick 
NOVEMBER 2015 A field trip to the Musical Museum at Kew Bridge so that our students could experience their magical collection of 
instruments. Later in the month four students participated in the 2015 ATOS UK Young Theatre Organist of the Year Competition.  Jamyma 
Hanson was runner up & Robert Eldridge was awarded the Christie Cup for the student showing most promise for the future. 
DECEMBER 2015 Lucy Crouch joins Michael to play a concert on his electronic organ for Bognor Regis Methodist Church.  The audience so 
enjoyed her contribution that she has been asked to return in the summer 
MARCH 2016  Jamyma Hanson makes a return visit to play the Christie organ for the Ipswich Theatre Organ Club, this time in an ATOS UK 
Young Theatre Organist of the Year themed concert featuring the top three entrants plus Michael W. 
JUNE 2016  The RWA are invited to appear on a sailing of the historic excursion ship, the M.V. Balmoral, sailing from Rye Harbour to 
London’s Tower Pier.  A group of seven students all played a Roland organ in three very well received concert spots during the voyage and 
then there was the special treat of seeing London’s traffic come to a stop and the famous Tower Bridge opening just so we cou ld sail 
through! 
SEPTEMBER 2016 Four of our students take part in the ATOS UK Young Theatre Organist of the Year Competition in Barnsley. Lucy Crouch 
is awarded 3rd place along with the Dean Herrick Award and Freya Vicarey is awarded the Christie Cup for the student showing most 
promise. 
DECEMBER 2016  Jamyma Hanson is featured cameo artiste in the Singing Hills Christmas Concert.  Freya Vicarey plays & Jayden Vicarey 
sings at the ATOS Woking Wurlitzer Christmas Concert 
MARCH 2017  Six students appear in concert at Horsham Organ Club and receive rapturous applause. 
JULY 2017 Five students take part in the ATOS U.K. Young Theatre Organist of the Year Competition in Solihull.  Robert Eldridge was the 
winner and Lucy Crouch was runner up. In the new YTOY Senior Section, Jamyma Hanson was runner up and was also awarded the Christie 
Cup by the judges for her musicality.  
SEPTEMBER 2017 Jamyma Hanson performs along side Michael and ATOS YTOY Winner 2016 Lewis Scott at the Keyboard Cavalacade 
festival in Norfolk, returning to Rye the day after to perform with Michael again at the Friends fo rye Wurlitzer concert 

R.W.A. AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 

To provide tuition in the art of theatre organ playing and presentation to young scholars free at point of delivery 
******* 

To educate young scholars in the art of theatrical presentation and the performing arts in general 

******* 
To teach young scholars the art of maintaining and preserving  

Theatre Organs as a part of our musical heritage for future generations to enjoy 
******* 

To provide opportunities for young people to develop like skills through interaction with other like minded groups 
******* 

To establish a national network of similar academies throughout the UK 



 

AS WELL AS OUR RYE EVENTS, SOME OF OUR STUDENTS WILL ALSO BE APPEARING 
 AT THE FOLLOWING VENUES.  Do go along to support them if you can. 

 
 
 

Saturday 16th December 
WOKING WURLITZER 

 Leisure Centre, GU22 9BA, 3pm,  
Jamyma May Hanson plays a cameo 
spot in ATOS UK’s annual Christmas 
Extravaganza hosted by Len Rawle at 

the mighty Woking Wurlitzer. 
www.WokingWurlitzer.co.uk or  

01923 720 511 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Tuesday 23rd January, ASHFORD MIDDLESEX  
8pm at Woodthorpe Road Community Centre, TW15 3NJ, 

Jamyma May Hanson joins ATOS UK  
Young Theatre Organist of the Year 2016, Lewis Scott,  

in concert at the Roland Atelier.   
01932 560 368 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Sunday 25th March - BOGNOR REGIS, 2.30pm at 
the Jubilee Hall, Middleton-On-Sea, PO22 7SR,  

A group of students and Michael Wooldridge play an 
electronic organ concert for Bognor Regis Organ Club.   

www.OrganFax.co.uk/clubs/regis or 01243 824 070 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 3rd April - BRIGHTON, Dome Theatre, BN1 1UE, 
2.30pm, Jamyma May Hanson joins the RWA’s Principal Tutor, 
Michael Wooldridge, and ATOS UK YTOY 2016 Lewis Scott,  

for an afternoon of music for everyone on the magnificent  
four manual concert organ.  

www.BrightonDome.org or 01273 709 709 
 

Saturday 21st April - WOKING Leisure Centre, GU22 9BA, 
7pm, ATOS UK present a Young Theatre Organist of the Year 
themed concert at the mighty Woking Wurlitzer featuring the 

RWA’s reining ATOS UK Young Theatre Organist of the Year, 
Robert Eldridge, YTOY Seniors runner up Jamyma May Hanson, 
with Freya and Jayden Vicarey, plus, from Scotland, the reining 

ATOS UK YTOY Seniors winner, Aaron Hawthorne.   
www.WokingWurlitzer.co.uk or 01923 720 511 

The ATOS Woking Wurlitzer - Photo by Nick Ashton 

Jamyma and Lewis playing Roland 

Atelier - seen here after their very 

successful appearance at the Cavalcade 

Organ Festival - Photo by Tony Scott 

The RWA On Tour, this photo from our appearance in 

March  at Horsham Organ Club - Photo by Shelley Clark 

Michael Wooldridge at the organ of the Brighton Dome - Photo by Damon Cox 



 
 
 

 ROLL OF HONOUR 
We would like to thank the following for their donations and support for the development of our very special project since November 

2009.  We recognise that several of our supporters have donated more than once and this means a lot that our project is being 
recognised for a 
 “job well done” 

 

In celebration of the lives of Rita  & Tony Akehurst  
In celebration of the life of Tony Wilson—Los Angeles 

Rye Old Scholars Association * R.G.S. Foundation Governors * The Rye Rotary Club * The Rye Lions Club * Rye Bonfire Boys 
Wittersham Village Hall Committee  * Mr & Mrs Mayer, Wittersham * Mr Patient, Wittersham * Mr & Mrs Richard Wareham, Rotherfield  

 Ms Lesley Sarton, Dartford * Theatre Organ Club of Great Britain * Arrow Waste Services, Hastings * Mrs Cook, Herne Bay   
The Music People, Reading * Sceptre Promotions, Peterborough  Mrs Prout, Tonbridge * Mrs Jacobs, Coulsdon * Mrs Fisher, Horsham 

Mr Taylor, Uckfield * Mrs Fagg, Aylesford * Mrs Pryke, Poole * Mrs Sue Arthurs, Kidlington * Mr Human, Alton  
 Mr David Wooldridge, Woking * Adapt Theatre * Mrs Baker, Framfield * Mr & Mrs Whittington, Ifield  

Mr Frank Cornish, Portslade * Mr Ridgeway, Eastbourne  * Bob & Christine Tumber, Herne Bay * Mr S. Earl, Ninfield,  
 Rita Clarke & Jane Halliday, Winchelsea  * Mrs P Esdaile, Hastings * Mr P Mordle, Billinghurst  

The Jempson Foundation, Peasmarsh * The Golsoncott Foundation, Exeter * The Ernest Cook Trust, Gloucester  
The Harold Hyman Wingate Foundation * Bournes of Rye * Mrs Knight * Mr Len Rawle M.B.E * Cinema Organ Society * Swift Music, Bristol  

Mrs H Branson, Tunbridge Wells *  Mr Kennedy, Rotherfield Mrs Hearn, Verwood * Mrs Coombes, Hastings *  Mr Seymour, Peacehaven 
Mr Higlett, Fleet * Mr Hardman, Ferring * Mrs D Tanner, Northolt *  Mrs Martin Camber * Bonners Music, Eastbourne * Mrs I Falconer, Hove 

 Mr  Frank Kouba, Wallington *  Mr & Mrs Hobkinson, Newquay *  Mrs Hallam, Chalfont St.Giles * Mr & Mrs Aspinwall, Yapton * Adams of Rye Ltd 
Mr  Peter Haynes, London * East Sussex National, Uckfield * Mr Don Valentine, Hastings * Mr & Mrs P Seal, Fairlight   

Remembering Mr Frederick Muller, New Jersey USA Sussex Police Proceeds of Crime Fund * Mr G Wall, Bristol * Mr Wilson, Manningtree  
Sussex Community Giving * Celebrating the life of Pam Sayell, Camber * Mr & Mrs D Yates, Maidstone * Mr & Mrs Rudling, Hastings   

Miss L. Benton, Rye * Mr & Mrs Everton., Kenton *  Lancastrian Theatre Organ Trust * Stockport Town Hall * Mr Kevin Grunill 
Pipes in the Peaks, Thorpe  Yamaha Europe * Mr David Williams * Mr Michael Ward. Verwood  

 Mrs Jean Nelmes, Verwood * Mr & Mrs M Evans, Willesborough * Mr Norton Brown, Tunbridge Wells * Celebrating the Lives of Joan & John Kemp  
Mr Michael Hunt, Uckfield * The Rye Fund * Graham & Veronica King, St.Leonards * Mrs Jo Lucas, Weston Super Mare *  Mr Philip Woodman, Sidcup 

Anneliese Dale * Andy Eastwood * Des & Cherry King * Ms Liane Carroll & Mr Roger Carey, Hastings * Mr Andy Quinn, London 
Mr Harold Murphy, Bognor Regis * Remembering Mrs Ann Bonnaud, Battle * The Musical Museum, Kew Bridge * Mr Glen Twamley, St. Leonards 

Trencavel Ltd, St.Leonards * The Bedgebury Foundation * Magnox Ltd, Dungeness * Ms Sharon Jarrett, Brighton in memory of Ron Benzie 
 Mrs A. Young, Ashford * Mrs S. Parker, Bexhill * Mr B Perkins, Tenterden * Remembering Roy & Joan Mills, Woodchurch 

Mrs Marion Lovell, Playden * Rye’s Own Magazine * The American Theatre Organ Society Endowment Fund 
Mrs. Cooksley, Horsham * The Fidellio Trust, London *  Claire Delaney in memory of Brenda Bean * HRH The Price of Wales Charitable Trust  

Allens of Great Yarmouth * Mr Robert Clarry, Rustington * Mrs I. Read, Guestling * Phil & Claire Sweet, Herne Bay   
Mr John Ledwon, Disney El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood * The Trustees & Management Committee of the MV Balmoral  

Rye Town Council General Grants Fund * Rush Witt & Wilson * Desi’s Music Center, California * Mr. M. Crawford-Phillips, Findon Valley 
 Mr. & Mrs. M. James, Rye * Mr Stuart Cranfield *  Mr Alan Crouch, Pett * Mrs Carol Eldridge, Guestling, * Mr Chris Mannion, Eastbourne 

Mr Richard Mills Redhill, Mr Stephen Duffield Cardiff, Mr Tom Wall Reading. Weston Super Mare Organ Club, 

 

 

SPONSOR A STUDENT 
 

Would you consider sponsoring a student for £14.00 a 

month?  You will receive our regular email newsletters.  

You will also be invited to our annual presentation evening to 

see and hear their progress for yourself. 
 

We would like to encourage anyone who would like to feel connected 

with what we are striving to achieve, to support our cause.  

The Rye Wurlitzer Academy has achieved great things in a short space 

of time by encouraging and giving the young people of Rye and the 

surrounding area the best possible opportunity of learning and 

performing on this very special musical instrument. Nearly 90 students 

have now experienced playing the Wurlitzer.  

Thank you for considering Sponsor a Wurlitzer Student 

 

For more information  

to set up a standing order contact  

Richard Moore (01424) 444058  or email 

r.fm@btopenworld.com 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Without wishing to become too 
morbid or reflective, please spare a 
thought for the RWA in your next 
life, where  we will all go in the end.   
When we are all gathered around 
the organ, singing those songs we 
know so well, look down and smile 
on us all knowing that you have 
remembered the Rye Wurlitzer 
Academy in your Estate Planning. 
  
Do something about it soon, as they 
do not take PayPal in the next 
place...yet! 


